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imagine! Forgive me for talking like this. .. . Since the whole
wretched business started, I have not exchanged ten words with a

single living soul------The people here turn their hacks on me, or,

worse still, laugh at me. . .."

"What wretched business?" I asked. But Michele had understood.

"What has happened to him? Nothing serious?"

The abbe Calou kept hold of the hand which she had stretched
towards him. He repeated that he was tie last person in the world to
be able to give her an answer. He was the one person who must
expect to be told nothing.... At length he became aware of our
amazement.

"You didn't know that he had gone? You weren't told? .. . It'll
be a week ago to-morrow."

We exclaimed with one voice:

"Gone? but whys"

The abbe raised his arms and let them 611 again.

"Why?.. . boredom, of course.... Living here with a priest, an
old priest. ,. . But the idea would never have occurred to him if
someone hadn't started meddling.., . No, I can't speak out to you
. . . you're both of you only children.... Ah, Michele! . .. you
alone could have ... you alone. ,.."

I had never seen a man of his age, let alone a priest, ay. His tears
were not those of a grown-up person. His drowned blue eyes were
just like those that his mother must have wiped sixty years before,
on some occasion when he was terribly unhappy, and there was a
childlike air about the way in which his mouth was twisted all awry
by grief.

"I thought I had done everything possible.... I ought to have
run after you, Michele, got hold of you by hook or by crook,
brought you here by force. But my judgment was at fault. What
an idiotic arrangement that was of mine that you and I should ex-
change letters. Naturally, you couldn't resist the temptation of
slipping a note to Jean into an envelope addressed to me. I ought to
have foreseen that You probably don't know that, so far as my part
in the affair is concerned, a complaint has been made to the Arch-
bishop. That dear woman, your stepmother, has lodged a formal